
SPE E C H  M A K I N G
Writin g  a n d  d e liv e rin g  sp e e c h e s is a n  im p o rta n t a sp e c t o f th e  M U N  sim u la tio n . S p e e c h e s h e lp  d e le g a te s c o n v e y th e  
p o sitio n s o f th e ir M e m b e r S ta te s, h e lp  b u ild  c o n se n su s a n d  sta rt fo rm u la tin g  re so lu tio n s. U su a lly, th e  c o m m itte e  se ts 
th e  sp e a k in g  tim e , a s th e  d e le g a te s m a k e  a  m o tio n  to  se t th e  d u ra tio n  a n d  if th e  m o tio n  h a s b e e n  se c o n d e d , th e  b o d y 
th e n  v o te s u p o n  th e  su g g e stio n . 

A lth o u g h  sp e e c h  m a k in g  is v e ry im p o rta n t to  th e  M U N  sim u la tio n , m a n y d e le g a te s b ig g e st fe a r is p u b lic  sp e a k in g . It
is e sse n tia l th a t d e le g a te s c o m e  to  th e  c o n fe re n c e  we ll p re p a re d : m e a n in g  th a t th e y h a v e  c o m p le te d  p rio r re a c h , k n o w
th e ir c o u n try’s p o sitio n , a n d  e v e n  h a v e  o b je c tiv e s fo r a  re so lu tio n . A  g o o d  o p e n in g  sp e e c h  sh o u ld : 

O p e n  with : “ Th a n k  yo u - M r./  M a d a m /  H o n o ra b le -C h a ir/Pre sid e n t e tc .. :”  

Th e  sp e e c h  sh o u ld  in c lu d e :

l Brie f in tro d u c tio n  o f yo u r c o u n ty’s h isto ry o f th e  to p ic  
l Th e  c u rre n t situ a tio n  o f th e  to p ic  
l Yo u r c o u n try’s o v e ra ll p o sitio n  o n  th e  to p ic /re a so n  fo r p o sitio n  (i.e .: re lig io u s id e o lo g ie s) 
l Yo u r c o u n try’s p o sitio n  with in  th e  b lo c , m a jo r p o we rs e tc . 
l Pa st a c tio n s ta k e n  b y th e  U .N ., M e m b e r S ta te s e tc .. to  c o m b a t th e  p ro b le m  
l Po ssib le  id e a s o r o b je c tiv e s fo r a  re so lu tio n
l Ro le  o f N G O s in  c o m b a tin g  th e  issu e  (if a p p lic a b le ) 
l Wh e th e r th e re  is ro o m  fo r n e g o tia tio n  

A s th e re  a re  n o  se t g u id e lin e s fo r h o w d e le g a te s sh o u ld  e x e c u te  th e ir sp e e c h e s, d e le g a te s sh o u ld  d e c id e  h o w th e y fe e l 
m o st c o m fo rta b le  d e liv e rin g  th e ir sp e e c h e s. S o m e  d e le g a te s u tiliz e  th e ir p o sitio n  p a p e rs a s th e ir o p e n in g  sp e e c h e s, 
o th e rs ju st write  o u t so m e  k e y p o in ts, a n d  m a n y ju st sp e a k  with o u t a n y a id e s. S in c e  p u b lic  sp e a k in g  is a  sk ill it is 
im p o rta n t to  p r a c tic e , p r a c tic e , p r a c tic e .

Re m e m b e r th e  a u d ie n c e  sh o u ld  a lwa ys b e  c o n sid e re d  wh e n  m a k in g  a  sp e e c h . Be  a wa re  o f th e  a u d ie n c e  a n d  th e ir 
d iv e rsity. Th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  sp e e c h  m u st c a p tiv a te  th e  a u d ie n c e  a n d  m o tiv a te  th e m  to  wa n t to  h e a r m o re . C re a te
th e  sp e e c h  to  m e e t th e  le v e l o f th e  a u d ie n c e  (e le m e n ta ry sc h o o l, h ig h  sc h o o l, c o lle g e ). It m u st p e rta in  to  a u d ie n c e s’
in te re sts.

M r. A n th o n y H o g a n , M o d e l U .N . I n te rn a tio n a l, su g g e sts th e  syste m  o f six  “ C ’s”  to  im p ro v e  yo u r a b ility; C o n fid e n t, 
C le a r, C o n c ise , C o n stru c tiv e , “ C o n  Pa ssio n ” , a n d  C ritiq u e . 

l C o n fid e n c e : C o n fid e n c e  is p o rtra ye d  b y b e in g  a s k n o wle d g e a b le  a s p o ssib le  o n  yo u r su b je c t a n d  c o n v e yin g
th is k n o wle d g e  th ro u g h  th e  p o we r o f yo u r v o ic e  a n d  e ye s. A s a  M o d e l U .N . d e le g a te , yo u  a re  th e  a u th o rity 
a n d  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f yo u r re sp e c tiv e  c o u n try. Re se a rc h  we ll a n d  sp e a k  a s if yo u  k n o w yo u  a re  u n d o u b te d ly 
rig h t. A s th e  sp e a k e r, yo u  m u st h a v e  c o n fid e n c e  in  yo u rse lf; o th e rwise  th e  a u d ie n c e  will h a v e  little  c o n fid e n c e  
in  yo u . 

l C le a r : A  sp e a k e r c a n  d o  m a n y th in g s b e fo re -h a n d  to  a ssist th e m  in  sp e a k in g  c le a rly. Write  a n  o u tlin e  o f th e  
to p ic s th a t a re  g o in g  to  b e  sa id , a n d  fo llo w it wh e n  sp e a k in g . A lwa ys sp e a k  slo wly. Th is will a llo w th e  
a u d ie n c e  to  h e a r e v e ryth in g  th a t is sa id . K n o w yo u r te rm in o lo g y we ll b e fo re h a n d  to  a v o id  fu m b lin g  with  
wo rd s.Try to  e n u n c ia te  wo rd s p ro p e rly, c o n sid e rin g  th e  d iv e rsity o f th e  a u d ie n c e . E n g lish  m ig h t n o t b e  th e ir 
first la n g u a g e . 

l C o n c is e : A  g o o d  p u b lic  sp e a k e r p re se n ts h is/h e r p o in ts in  a  c le a n  a n d  c le a r-c u t fa sh io n . U n n e c e ssa ry wo rd s
a n d  in fo rm a tio n  sh o u ld  n o t b e  u se d  to  fill in  th e  sp e e c h . Th e  sp e e c h  sh o u ld  b e  b rie f a n d  to  th e  p o in t— sa y 
wh a t yo u  h a v e  to  sa y a n d  o p e n  th e  flo o r to  q u e stio n s. D o  n o t ra m b le  o n  a b o u t th e  to p ic  in  o rd e r to  a p p e a r 
k n o wle d g e a b le .



l Constructive: An effective public speech needs to be constructed properly. Start with a solid foundation that 
brings together all of your ideas, present your points, and then connect them by reviewing what was said. 
There should be an introduction, a body, and a conclusion. It is a known fact that three is a magic number.
Say it once, say it and review it, then say it again. This method will help the audience to remember what was 
said.

l “ Con Passion”: It is always important to speak from the heart—with passion—hence the Spanish term “con
passion”. Always maintain eye contact with the audience. In doing so the audience will feel connected to you 
and your speech. This is what you want. You want to grab and to hold the audience’s attention. 

l Critiq ue: It is better to critique than to criticize. Critiquing is constructive and allows for people to grow and 
improve. Criticizing brings peoples’ motivation and confidence down. A critique should be accepted 
positively, since it is a tool that is used to strengthen one’s public speaking. 

These six “C’s” are necessary and should be included in the research, writing, and delivery of the speech. It is also 
important to consider engaging the audience when forming and delivering a speech. 

Audience
The audience should always be considered when making a speech. Be aware of the audience and their diversity. The
beginning of the speech must captivate the audience and motivate them to want to hear more. Create the speech to 
meet the level of the audience (elementary school, high school, college). It must pertain to audiences’ interests.
Some additional tips for effective public speaking can be found below, and have been adapted from \t “new”
http://www.selfgrowth.com/articles/Rando1 3 .html.

1 . EL IMINATE UNNECESSARY SPEECH F IL L ERS from your communication. F illers are words and 
phrases such as “umm,” “well,” “it is sort-a like,” “it’s kind-a like.” These take away from the message you
want to convey. Some of the words and phrases to eliminate include: “you know,” “I think,” “I’m sorry,”
“just,” “but,” “should,” “like,” “um,” and, “a,” etc. 

2 . USE THE POWERF UL  PAUSE. Do not be afraid to have a moment of silence between sentences. A pause, 
after a thought and prefacing a response to a question holds the attention of the listener.

3 . BREATHE from the diaphragm. Breathe deeply and often. 

4 . PACE YOURSEL F . Do not talk too fast or too slow.

5 . PHYSICAL L Y POSITION YOURSEL F  POWERF UL L Y. Be aware of your posture when you speak. 
Slouching, tilting your head and crossing your arms or legs diminishes the message. Stand up straight, 
shoulders down, feet firmly planted and knees unlocked. 

6 . PROJECT YOUR PRESENCE. Your voice is the herald that carries your message. Speak from your
diaphragm not your throat. Keep the sound in the low- to- medium range. This projects authority. Speak
loudly enough to be easily heard. F ocus on speaking with enthusiasm, and energy and create color with your 
voice.

7 . GESTURES. Do not be a statue. Consider occasionally exaggerating a gesture. Speaking from a platform is 
different than holding a one on one conversation. Use your whole body when you speak. 

8 . CONNECT WITH YOUR AUDIENCE. Use a lot of eye contact. Speak directly to individual members of 
the audience. Do not take your eyes off your audience or focus on a point over their heads. 

9 . COMMUNICATE CONF IDENCE. Make a conscious effort to project yourself confidently. This is as 
important as the message. 

(Source: h ttp:/ / w w w .unausa.org .)


